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On May 3, 2013, Pavlensky held a political protest against repressive government policies. His 
assistants brought him naked, wrapped in a multilayered cocoon of  
barbed  wire ,  to the main  e ntrance  of the L e gi s l at i v e  As sem bly  of Saint  Pe te rs burg .  
The art i s t  rem ai ne d s i lent ,  ly ing st i l l  in a hal f -be nt  pos i t ion  ins ide  the cocoon,  and 
did not react  to the act ions  of others  unti l  he was re lease d  by the pol i ce  with the 
help of the garden c l ippe rs .   

 
In her interview with Radio Liberty, Pavlensky's colleague Oksana Shalygina men- tioned that a 
metaphor of the action had its immediate realization in the reality: as soon as the barbed wire 
was cut off, and the artist was freed from it, the same exact wire wrapped him back in with 
police, ambulances and numerous field inves- tigators.  

 

Later, Pavlensky made the following comment about his art work:  
 

A ser ies  of laws aimed at s uppre ss i ng  c ivi c  act iv i s m,  i n t i mi dat i on  of the popula-  
t ion,  s tea d i l y  g rowing  n umb er  of p o l i t i ca l  p r i son ers ,  the laws ag ain st  NGOs,  the  
18+ laws,  ce ns ors hip  laws,  act i v i ty  of Federal  Se rv i ce  for S upe rv i s i on  of C ommu-  
n ica t ion s ,  In f o rm a t i on  T echn ology  and Mass Med ia ,  "p rom ot i on  of h om o sex u a l i ty "  
laws – al l  these  laws  aren' t  aimed against  cr i minals ,  but against  the people .  And 
at last  the B las phem y  law. That  is why I o rganize d  this  act ion.  The human body is 
naked l ike  a c arc ass ,  there  is nothing  on it except  the barbed  wire ,  which  by the 
way was i nve nte d  the for prote ct ion  of l i vest ock .  These laws l ike  the wire ,  keep  
people in individual pens: all this persecution of political activists, "prisoners of  
May, 6", governmental repressions is the metaphor of the pen with the barbed wire around it. All 
this has been done in order to turn people into gutless and securely guarded cattle, which can 
only consume, work, and reproduce.: Dmitry Volchek,  
"Cultural Diary: On Good Friday», Radio Liberty, May 8



 


